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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
SPP will periodically add responses to frequently asked questions from external stakeholders 
and internal staff in an effort to maintain transparency and expand knowledge. SPP responses to 
these questions are grouped below into four categories: Market Operations, Settlements, 
Regulatory Concerns and Stakeholder Engagement. 

SECTION 1 – QUESTIONS RELATED TO MARKET OPERATIONS 

Question  Answer 

What will be the delivery service 
curtailment priority for EIS 
dispatch flows? 

As an intra-hour transmission product, Joint Dispatch 
Transmission Service (JDTS) is the lowest priority of non-
firm. JDTS will be curtailed consistent with established 
congestion management processes in the West.  

What is the status of UFMP and 
COPS procedures in the West? 
Will COPS adjustments be 
exhausted prior to going out-of-
merit on EIS re-dispatch? 

At this time there is no plan to change the UFMP or COPS 
procedures in the West due to the WEIS market 
implementation. Based on our understanding, COPS 
adjustments would be exhausted prior to out-of-merit WEIS 
re-dispatch being requested. SPP expects to participate in 
ongoing discussions regarding the evolution of congestion 
management processes in the West. 

Would an external resource 
participating by dynamic transfer 
selling into the WEIS have a 
mandatory level of delivery 
service curtailment priority, or is 
that left to the discretion of the 
party seeking to sell into the 
market? 

Currently, an external resource must pseudo-tie into a 
participating BA to participate in the WEIS and would need 
to secure the appropriate transmission service required by 
the native and attaining BAs. Once the pseudo-tie is 
established, congestion management relief would occur as 
part of the centralized dispatch solution for the WEIS. 

Do WEIS participants have to 
submit a base schedule in 
addition to a resource plan? 
 

No. You should not have to submit a "base schedule” along 
with the resource plan. The native load hedging process has 
been designed to eliminate the requirement to submit base 
schedules. 

Will only WEIS participants be 
meter agents, or can balancing 
authorities also play that role? 

It can be either. Most of our legacy BAs provide meter 
agent services for their entities. 
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Will transactions still be done on 
an hourly basis?  

 

WEIS will dispatch units every 5 minutes, recognizing on-
line ramping limitations. Dispatch on specific units may go 
up and down in the same hour to meet efficient market 
demands. 

How does WEIS help with trading 
partners if they are all market 
participants? 

 

WEIS can work with only two participants. However, it 
becomes more efficient with a larger group of participants. 
Additionally, WEIS enables more efficient trading by 
automatically evaluating the economics of trade on a 5-
minute basis rather than more manual, hourly trading. The 
WEIS market automatically captures value by economically 
dispatching online generation as efficiently as possible. 

If WEIS is operated on a flow 
basis, does the BA entity need to 
operate on a flow basis? 

 

No, these are separate. The SPP RC footprint will be 
operated on a flow basis. The provision of transmission 
service (whether flow based or path based) by transmission 
service providers will be unchanged by operating the WEIS 
on a flow basis. 

How far into the future is a 
generator modeled? 

 

Typically one month. There is no value in modeling years 
out because the WEIS is real-time. Minimums and 
maximums can be moved up or down to accommodate 
hydro generation restrictions/releases. 

How are you dealing with jointly 
owned generators? 

 

Each generation share can be registered by each joint 
owner as a separate resource, or the resource may be 
modeled as one combined resource by one of the owners. 

What if the generation 
percentage share changes hour 
to hour? 

We would need to look at it further to see how our system 
would support the changes and if any modifications are 
required. 

Does WEIS allow for contractual 
ownerships to register or only 
actual ownership? 

WEIS allows for both. CRSP is dispatched as an aggregate 
resource. 

Would a BA entity’s regulation 
requirement go up or down if 
participating in the WEIS? 

 

Based on SPP’s experience, we did not see any change in 
regulation requirements with just the imbalance market. 
However, in a Day-2 market with a consolidated balancing 
authority, we have seen the regulation requirement overall 
go down. 

How do you track and determine 
the cost of operating the market 

We are tracking and identifying the costs. We are adding 13 
FTEs to administer WEIS. Staff use a time tracking tool to 
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and how do participants have 
visibility? 

 

report their hours. Every year there is a budgeting process 
that we go over at the WMEC meeting. Each year we apply 
over/under collections. 

Why would it matter if the supply 
is greater? 

 

We do not want the market to impact reliability. We need 
loads to be balanced. Being oversupplied in the market can 
also be problematic if the market is unable to dispatch 
resources down far enough to balance load in minimum 
generation conditions.   
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SECTION 2: QUESTIONS RELATED TO SETTLEMENTS 

Question  Answer 

Will legacy metering be allowed 
grandfathered status for 
providing hourly interval 
measurements rather than 5-
minute interval data? 

Real-time metering will be required for generation. As it 
pertains to meter data, SPP allows for submissions of 
revenue quality hourly meter data today. That meter data is 
profiled down to 5-minute data using the state estimator 
and the actual meters. 

Is there transmission 
compensation? 

 

No. The network load has already paid for transmission, and 
it is the unused, lowest-priority transmission that is taken 
for the WEIS. This does not preclude a transmission 
provider from selling unused hourly or greater transmission 
service. 

How many billing determinants 
will there be for WEIS? 

The WEIS market will have 5-7 billing determinants, 
including the uplift charge. 

Do you settle on revenue quality 
metering or telemetry? 

 

The market will settle on revenue quality metering. We have 
the ability to profile hourly data and break down to 5-
minute increments using a state estimator. 
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SECTION 3: QUESTIONS RELATED TO REGULATORY CONCERNS 

Question  Answer 

What role or activity does SPP 
have planned for participation in 
western state regulatory dockets 
pertaining to the development 
of organized markets? 

SPP intends to file comments, participate in workshops or 
conferences and otherwise engage in proceedings 
conducted by western states. 

What documentation is available 
on the native load hedging 
process? 
 

Native load hedging is described in Section 5.1 of 
Attachment A of the WEIS Tariff. Additionally, SPP 
developed an approach document and some examples to 
help explain the native load hedging process. Additional 
details will be included in the WEIS Market Protocols. 

 

  

https://spp.org/Documents/61318/Native%20Load%20Hedging%20Approach.pdf
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SECTION 4: QUESTIONS RELATED TO STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

What is the dispute process? 

 

Details of the dispute process can be found in the WMEC 
Agenda & Background Materials 20191121 under 07 WMEC 
WEIS Tariff Draft 20191121.docx Section I.7. 

 

 

https://www.spp.org/spp-documents-filings/?id=200842
https://www.spp.org/spp-documents-filings/?id=200842
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